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subject the Karelians and the other Finns within the Soviet
Union to a policy of repression and destruction.1
In the first place the amnesty provided in the Treaty of
Dorpat was not observed^ and numbers who should have
benefited from it were banished. Next, peasants from the
interior were forcibly settled in Karelia5 and by 1933 the
percentage of these people amounted to 15 per cent of the total.
The introduction of collectivization brought with it a hard
time for the population, as for others of the nationalities, The
peasants, attached though they were to the soil, were banished,
and many of them perished. In Karelia, as in the Ukraine, the
population had to do forced labour for the benefit of the
Soviet economy, with the difference that here their labour was
used to obtain wood for export. The cause of the tension and
hence of the struggle between Moscow and the inhabitants is
here again to be sought in the loyalty of the population towards
its religion, its nationality, its family life and its soil. Religious
persecution was a particularly severe blow for the Karelians.
"Almost all the churches have been turned into meeting-halls
or clubs. Persons who light candles at Christinas are denounced
as enemies of the State and are doomed sooner or later to
banishment."
As early as 1922 Finland felt compelled to bring the question
of the Karelian population before the League of Nations^
contending that its treatment was not in conformity with the
Treaty of Dorpat and should be submitted to the permanent
Court at The Hague. The Soviet Union, however, declined
to fall in with this suggestion—it did not at that time belong
to the League—and declared that the Finnish step was an
unfriendly act towards the Soviet Union. Further* it followed
1 It may be worth while in this connection to recall the "Declaration on
the Rights of the Russian Peoples" issued by the Council of People's Com-
missaries on November 2>1917. The inhabitants of the constituent republics^
including the Karelians3 were assured in this instrument de disposer libre-
ment d*eux-memes jusqu'a et indusivement la separation et FetabKssement d'vrt
Etat indepgndant.

